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The Relationship between Government and the Third Sector: Improving a 
Good Thing 
 
A key dilemma for the state is how to build civil society and reinforce the accountability and 
capacity of nonprofit and voluntary organizations without undermining their autonomy or 
vitality. For this presentation, the critical issue is how to understand the complexity of the state-
sector relationship so that state support for the sector may be targeted in a way that is most 
beneficial to both parties in achieving their common objective of serving citizens better. By 
understanding the types of organizations and the variety of relationships they have with the state, 
we can offer more informed suggestions on improving the operations of the two sectors. This 
presentation is part of a SSHRC-funded project designed to develop a continuum for charting the 
means that governments use to animate the social economy ranging from enabling to enforcing. 
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