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Tackling the Democratic Deficit

Is the Government of Ontario on the Right Track?

Thursday, March 10, 2005


     



8:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

4900 Yonge Street, Joseph Shepherd Building, 3rd Floor Auditorium 
              (a light breakfast will be served)

Matthew Mendelsohn, Deputy Minister, Democratic Renewal Secretariat, Government of Ontario
Judy Rebick, CAW-Sam Gindin Chair in Social Justice & Democracy, Ryerson University  

Robert MacDermid, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, York University

Phillip Abrahams (moderator), Manager, Intergovernmental Relations, City of Toronto
How does the Government of Ontario define the “democratic deficit” and what is it doing about it? Is the government on the right track?

The symptoms of a democratic deficit are impossible to ignore: declining voter turnout rates, falling confidence in public institutions, growing mistrust of politicians, increasing frustration with finger-pointing between different levels of government, the under-representation of urban centres in the Legislature...

In response to this challenge, the Government of Ontario announced the creation of a Democratic Renewal Secretariat on October 23, 2003 with a mandate to modernize our democratic institutions to more fully reflect 21st century realities. 

This event will feature three of Ontario’s most thoughtful champions and students of democracy:

Our lead presentor, Deputy Minister Matthew Mendelsohn, will provide an overview of the Democratic Renewal Secretariat’s work to date, its future plans and the factors that are shaping its evolving agenda.

Our respondents, Judy Rebick and Robert MacDermid, will consider whether the Democratic Renewal Secretariat is pursuing an effective mix of policies and programs and, drawing on their own research and insights, identify alternative and/or complementary priorities and actions that the Secretariat might wish to consider. 

To Register:

Prepayment required by cheque or Visa/Amex/Mastercard

Fax or mail your registration to:

Fax: (416) 363-5612

IPAC Toronto Regional Group

c/o Kit Chapman

123 Scadding Avenue, Ste 803

Toronto M5A 4J3    

For more information, contact:

Kit Chapman

Tel. (416) 363-6509, ext. 1

Email: ipac-trg@sympatico.ca
or visit the IPAC-TRG Website at:

http://www.ipac.ca/toronto
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Fax to: (416) 363-5612 (No faxes after 9:30 p.m.  A cover sheet is not necessary.) 
          Democratic Deficit

Name:  __________________________________________   Phone:  (         )  ______________________ Fax:  (         )  ________________________
Title:  _____________________________________________     Organization:  ___________________________________________________
Mailing Address:  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

City:  ________________________  Postal Code:  ___________________ Email: _______________________________________________________

[ ]   Cheque Enclosed     OR      VISA/AMEX/MASTERCARD # ________________________________________________    Expiry Date:  __________

Cardholder’s Signature:  _________________________________________     Cardholder’s Name:  ________________________________________

check appropriate box:
[ ]  IPAC Member $20
              [ ] Students & Interns $10
           [ ]  Non-Member $30
No refunds for cancellations after March 3, 2005.
Faxed registrations constitute commitment to pay the registration fee in full.

All paid registrations will be confirmed by Email.
