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Reflections on the need for Open, Transparent Government
Tuesday, September 26, 2006
     




                         11:30 – 1:30
The Ontario Club, Commerce Court South

                                                       (Lunch)
Guest Speakers: 

Ann Cavoukian, Ph.D., Information and Privacy Commissioner of Ontario - Moderator                          

Anne Kothawala, President and CEO, Canadian Newspaper Association - Panelist
Robert Cribb, Toronto Star reporter and past-president, Canadian Association of Journalists - Panelist
Brian Beamish, Assistant Commissioner (IPC) – Panelist
What rights do you – or the general public – have when it comes to accessing information held by government organizations? How open and transparent are provincial and municipal government organizations? Is this changing? Are public servants familiar enough with Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy legislation to know what should be released? 
This is the first Right to Know Week in Canada, sponsored by federal and provincial Information and Privacy Commissioners, to raise awareness of the public’s right to access government-held information.  This special week is based on the international Right to Know Day, Sept. 28. On Sept. 28, 2002, freedom of information organizations from more than a dozen  countries met in Sofia, Bulgaria, and agreed to collaborate in the promotion of individual right of access to information and open, transparent government. 

Commissioner Cavoukian, an Officer of the Ontario Legislature and independent of the government of the day, has oversight responsibility over the provincial and municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Acts. Ms. Kothawala’s Canadian Newspaper Association has conducted two recent audits on how government organizations have responded to FOI questions, handing out grades A all the way down to E. Mr. Cribb, an award-winning reporter, has been directly involved in both audits and with another media group that hands out an “award” each year to the government organization judged to have done the worst job at being open and accountable. Assistant Commissioner Beamish is head of the IPC’s Tribunal Services Department, which hears appeals from requesters who are not satisfied with the response from government organizations to their FOI requests. 
To Register:

Prepayment required by 

cheque or Visa/Amex/Mastercard

Mail registrations to:

IPAC Toronto Regional Group

c/o Kit Chapman

123 Scadding Avenue, Ste 803,

Toronto M5A 4J3    

Or

Fax to: (416) 363-5612

For further information,

please contact:

Kit Chapman at 416-363-6509 x1

email: ipac-trg@sympatico.ca
Visit the TRG web-site at:

www.ipac.ca/toronto




Fax to: (416) 363-5612 (No faxes after 9:30 p.m.  A cover sheet is unnecessary.) 

Name:  __________________________________________ Phone:  (         )  ____________________Fax:  (         )_________________

Title:  _____________________________________________ Organization:  ____________________________________________________
Mailing Address:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

City:  ___________________________   Postal Code:  ___________________   Email:  ___________________________________________________

(   Cheque Enclosed     OR      VISA/AMEX/MASTERCARD # _______________________________________Expiry Date:  ________________

Cardholder’s Signature:  _________________________________________ Cardholder’s Name:  ________________________________________
(  IPAC Member $50
          ( Students $40              ( Interns $40
    (  Non-Member $60
*No refunds for cancellations after Sept. 19. Faxed registrations constitute commitment to pay the registration fee in full.
All registrations will be confirmed by email provided on this form.
